An Explanation of Spiritual Gifts

When you accepted Christ, you not only got saved... you were given something very special
from God. You were given a giftedness to serve God by serving others in a unique way. God’s
plan for your life is that you would meet a specific need in the church family, and He has gifted
you in a special way to meet that need.

“Based on the gift they have received, everyone should use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied
grace of God."—1 Peter 4:10

If you have trusted Christ, then you have a spiritual gift! Even if you don’t know what it is or don’t
feel particularly gifted in a specific area, the Bible teaches that you do have a special gift that you
can use to serve God. And, believe it or not, your gift is vital to the work of God in our church
family, otherwise God would not have placed you here.

“But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they
were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say
to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" On the contrary, those
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we
treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given
greater honor to the parts that lacked it,” —1 Corinthians 12:18-24

God’s Word teaches that as a member of this church family (this 'body'), you are important to
His work in this place. He has appointed you a gift and a purpose for being here...and you
will greatly enjoy discovering and using that gift for His purposes!

What should you do with this spiritual gift?
1 Peter says that God wants you to be a “good steward” of His gift to you! The best way to do
that is to begin discovering, developing, and using your gift to serve the Lord and His church.

The great result of using your gift is that the entire church family ministers to each other and to
the community. That’s the way the church is supposed to work!

What are the Spiritual Gifts?

In a quick overview, here is what the Bible says,

“We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in
proportion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him
encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern
diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”—Romans 12:6-8

The spiritual gifts may be summarized in this way...

Prophecy—more than just a gift; a call from and equipping by God to preach His Word.



Ministry (Helps)—a desire to serve and help God’s people.

Teaching—the ability to teach God’s truth; helping people understand how His Word applies to
them.

Exhortation (Encouragement)—the ability and desire to encourage others in the Christian
life.

Giving—the ability and desire to give to God’s work and God’s people.
Leading (Administration)—the ability to lead and administrate part of God’s work.

Mercy—the ability to empathize with others and help them during trials.

Suggestions of where to use your gifts

Here are some suggestions of different ministries you could try out to find the right fit for your
giftedness. Remember, your unique gift set can work in almost any department, so if there's an area
you've always wanted to get involved in- start there! If you are unsure where to start, talk with one of
our pastors to help get you started.

Celebrate Recovery

BBQ Team, Set Up, Tear Down, Running sound, video and lights, and more
Greeters/Ushers

During Weekend Services & Church Events we greet, serve communion and help with the
offering Life Groups

Hosting and/or leading a Bible study GV Men
Various opportunities GV Women Various
opportunities Helping Hands

Provide meals for people in need Homeless Outreach Hospital Visitation Visit those in the

hospital to encourage and pray with them Missions j,in 5 missions trip or raise awareness
NextGen (check-in/registrations, welcoming kids, small group leaders, set up and tear down,
running games, etc.)
GV Littles is 6weeks through Kindergarten
GV Kids 1st-5th
Production

audio, lighting, video, and photography
Registration Team

help people sign up for events with computers and tablets Worship &
Arts

Worship God with your voice or instrument



Please visit www.GVChristian.com/serve where you can take the next step in using your
giftings and serving!



